
COMMISSIONING LITANY

Reader 1: We are participants with God;
called  to  nurture  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  through  these 
formational ministries:

• the pastoral care of elders and pastors and others,
• the fellowship and accountability of small groups,
• the camaraderie of age-specific and inter-generational ministries,
• the educational ministries of the church and church schools.
Congregation: We are called to be God’s church.

Give us faith and joy, insight, and stamina as we follow this calling.

Reader 2: We are participants with God;
called to live and witness in the midst of the joy and suffering of the 
world;
to  be  the  church  in  the  wider  community  through  these  missional 
ministries:

• groups who inform us and equip us to reach out to the needs 
of society,

• networks  of  relationships  that  provide  opportunities  for 
encounter and witness,

• workplaces  that  offer  unique contexts  to  see  and join what 
God is doing in our world.

Congregation: We are called to be God’s church.
Give us faith and joy, insight, and stamina as we follow this calling.

Reader 3: We are participants with God;
called  to  worship  as  a  gathered  and  scattered  community  through 
these ministries of worship:

• worship committees,  pastors,  worship leaders,  song leaders, 
musicians, artists, readers and storytellers who plan and lead our 
gathered worship;

• devotional guides, the longing of our spirits for communion 
with you, prayers, and times of listening to your small still voice.

Congregation: We are called to be God’s church.
Give us faith and joy, insight, and stamina as we follow this calling.

ALL We are called to participate with God and God’s people.
Consecrate our thoughts as we nurture the body of believers.
Strengthen our conviction and humility as we share your reconciling  
gospel through word and deed.
Lead us as we seek to praise and honor you through our worship.  
Amen
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SENDING

All: For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for  
ourselves alone.  We belong to the Lord.

Students: As a new year of learning begins, we ask for God’s blessing.

Teachers: As a new year of teaching begins, we ask for God’s blessing.

All: Help our hearts to grow to love you and each other more every day.

Students: We praise God for those with the gift of teaching.

Teachers: We praise God for the minds that are open to your knowledge and 
wisdom.

All: Help us to learn from each other.

Students: God, teach us patience to learn what is required of us.

Teachers: God, teach us patience to instruct and pass on what we know.

All: Remind us to accept those who know much and those who know  
little.

Students: Wherever  learning  takes  place  –  Sunday  school,  public  school, 
Mennonite schools, in homes,

Teachers: Wherever  teaching  takes  place  –  in  homes,  through  books,  as 
mentors,

All: God is there with all of us.  Amen
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